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In  case  you  missed  it  . . .  Secretary  Anderson  this  week 
'told  John  Strachey,  British  food  minister  here  on  a 


World's  Great  Problem 
« , .  is  Still  Food 

Visit  ...  that  U.S.  will  supply  Britain  with  enough 
meat  this  spring  to  prevent  a  ration  reduction.    Shipments  will  consist  of  beef 
and  perhaps  surplus  turkeys.    U.S.  also  will  help  to  build  up  stockpile  of  wheat 
before  next  fall  to  help  tide  Britishers  over  the  winter. 

On  Monday  of  this  week,  Under-Secretary  Dodd  . . .  speaking 
before  C ARE  (Cooperative  for  American  Remittances  to  Europe)  on  what  he  saw  in 
hungry  Europe  said  ...  "The  whole  matter  can  be  expressed  in  just  three  sentences. 
The  greatest  affliction  in  the  world  today  is  food  scarcity.    The  greatest  work 
in  the  world  today  is  human  charity.    And  the  greatest  hope  of  the  world  today 
is  the  slowly  spreading  knowledge  that  all  men  are  members  of  one  race". 

Also,  D.A.  FitzGerald,  secretary-general  of  the  IEFC 
(International  Emergency  Food  Council)  and  long-time  TISDA  official,  in  reporting 
on  his  recent  survey  of  Europe  along  with  former  President  Hoover,     said:  "We 
are  urging  (in  Europe)  most  st'riRg®nt  measures  of  food  conservation  and  effective 
food  collection  to  bring  the  maximum  of  this  year's  harvests  into  stocks  for 
urban  people.    Critical  food  conditions  loom  ahead  for  many  months  to  come. 
World-wide  cooperation  ...  must  continue  to  alleviate  suffering,  to  avoid  ... 
famine,  and  to  advance  world  recovery  ... 


Fertilizer  Meeting  Here's  the  latest  on  the  fertilizer  front.    The  USDA 

Fertilizer  Industry  Advisory  committee  will  meet  with 
Department  officials  here  in  Washington  on  March  13.    Committee  members  represent 
a  cross-section  of  the  industry  ...  both  production  and  distribution.  The 
meeting  will  discuss  present  supply,  transportation  needs,  and  problems  of 
supplying  critical  areas.    They'll  also  talk  about  plans,  to  increase  fertilizer 
production.    More  later. 


World  Food  Situation        Last  week  we  told  you  we'd  try  to  get  you  a  copy  this 

week  of  the  final  report  on  the  1946-47  world  food 
situation,  as  issued  by  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Our  p.  and 
D.S.  (stands  for  photographing  and  Duplicating  Service)  now  tell  us  all  duplicat- 
ing work  has  been  sidetracked  because  of  emergency  work  on  something  called  the 
"Budget".    (Ever  hear  of  it?)    But  we  are- promised  copies  next  week.  Factual 
material  in  the  report  will  be  just  as  good  then  as  now  ...  and  the  situation  won't 
have  bet  red. 


-  2  - 


Does  Research  Pay  ...  It's  difficult  to  set  a  value  upon  the  results  of 

Let's  Look  at  the  Record      research  ....  until  such  knowledge  is  turned  into 

new  practices  on  the  farm,  in  the  home  or  in  the 
factory.     (We're  quoting  from  Ernie  Moore,  top  research  info  man  in  the  USPA). 
He  points  out  that  even  then  there  are  values  that  can't  be  measured. 

We  don't  know,  for  example,  how  many  lives  have  been 
saved  in  famine  countries  because  of  wheat  and  other  cereals  we  have  shipoed 
them.    But  we  do  know  that  without,  the  many  disease  resistant  cereals  we  have 
developed  in  this  country  through  cooperative  research  by  the  USD A  and  the 
states  .  ,..-.we  wouldn't  have  had  the  grain  to  ship  to  starving  peoples. 

An  estimate  on  the  cash  value  of  HSDA  and  state 
res^arch'with -small'' 'grains  'is  about  *500,000,'0p0va'  year :. . .  based. 'on. /recent  . 
prices'.  -':This  would :  fit  especially-. in  the i bad  ,rus!^;  years .    Stem  ruS^  "and -other  '  "  ' 
diseases'took  a  terrific  toll  from  small 'grains  before  nationwide,  cooperative 
re  search -'Be  came  general.  .  *'•''" 5 ;."  ":'      ."'"  ;  "'.'\  '  ':    '].r'..'^\ '." 

•We're  a'na'iibh  of  heavy"  sugair-  use  rS  ';'*. but  we'd 
have  a  lot  less  of  the  sweet  stuff  ...  except  for  our  research  scientists.  Pro- 
duction of  •  sugar  in  this  "nation  . . ;  both",  from  sugar  cane: and  beets  .. .  owes  much  . 
to  th'em.  ~  By •'•19.26  the  sugar  cane  crop ' -'Had  fallen'Trom'an^  average ^  o?ualmost  300,  000''. 
tons  't'6 "  about' 50, 000 -tons  ... .  because  of  the  mosaic  disease :  The  ;.:enti're  sugar  .'.,,-.' 
cane  industry  -.. .  with -inventments  in ''factories,,  railroads  &hd  .Other  equipment  '". 
valued ' at  <^150, 000.,  000  ..T-'was  threatened,..  :  r\/.'::"::\.'; ...  "C  ...  ,  .  i- 

An  investment  of  :less  .than  a  ..million  dollars  in  research 
brought  greatly  improved  varieties,  'resistant  it 6  mosaic .\-  In.  recent  years  annual :— 
product  ion  "has  been  between  4-00,000  and  50.0 ,.000  tons  of  s\jga'jr>  .''  'Annuai^iiicrease^d  ]' 
value  of  the  sugar  can  crop  ...  traced  directly' to  the  research  .. ,.  is  more  than.,  ". 
^5,000,000.  And  financial  benefit  "to  the  sugar-cane"' Industry  in  Puerto  Rico, 
is  aoproximately  equal  to  that  in' the  IJ'.S..  Research  has  brought  similar  benefits  , 
to  other  countries  that  grow  sugar  cane.'""  '  ..,.,*.,     .  •        .  . 

There's  much  the 'same  story  back  of  sugar  beets .  "  Here, 
too,  plant  breeders  rescued  the  Industry  from  almost  certain  ruin  by  developing 
beet  varieties  resistant  to  curly  top  disease.    The  researchers  also  had  to  work  \ 
out  methods  of  growing  our  own  sugar  beet  seed  ...  -instead  of  importing  it  ...  as 
this  was  the  only  way  .to  be  sure  of. .keeping  the -improved  varieties'*    It  would  hard-  ( 
ly  be  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  our  yearly-  crop  of  sugar  beets  ...  .-.worth  about 
^75,000,000  . /.  is  a  direct  dividend,  from  research.  ■• -.  v;: ..-        ■  -  .. ••-..-' 

Most  of  us  use  turpentine  ...  at -different',  times  and  '  ': 
in  different  ways.    Its  plentiful  oroduction  owes  much  to  research  ...  research 
worth  over  a  million  dollars  a  year  to  producers  of  pine  gum  in  10  southern  states. 
Research,  has  .improved  the  quality  of  gum  from  the  pine::  trees .     It  developed  a  new' 
type  Steam  turpentine  still, .better  methods  for  controlling  turpentine  distillation 
and  better  ways,  of  storage..  -  :  „-..*..'.  :     ■ -■ 

'         '  '■  '  "         .  ......  .      •     ...    .  ■        -  .      •  ,  •'   .  ' 

,.  ."V    ,       •'  .  .  A  research  job  paying  for. itself  many  times  over  ...  is, 

the  breeding  of  disease  resistant  tobacco.    Granville  wilt  and'  black  shank  had  been 
spreading  .for  20  years  in  North  Carolina.    Production  and  quality  both  dropped.  , 
Farms  with  soils  infected  with  wilt  dropped  in  value  to  a  fraction  of  their  cost. 
New  varieties  developed  in  cooperative  work  with  the  N.C.  exoeriment  station  have 
overcome  these  diseases-.    Yields  and  quality  have  gone  ud  to  their  old  levels. 

(Continued  on  oage  3) 
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Abandoned  farms  again  are  growing  tobacco,.  '  'In  addition  to  increased  incomes  to 
.farmers....  already  estimated  at  a  million  dollars  a  year  ...  this  research  pays 
for  itself  over  and  over  again  in  excise  taxes  that  go  directly  into  Uncle 
Samuel's  treasury. 

In  spite  of  the  phenomenal  popularity  of  hybrid  corn  . . .  be- 
cause.of  the  increased  yields  that  come  from  hybrid  vigor  ...  application. of  the 
principle  to  livestock  breeding  is  just . beginning  to  bear  fruit.- .This  is  partly 
because  it  takes  longer  to  evaluate  results .    But  within  the  year  we  have  had 
two  good-  examples  of  hybrid  vigor  in  livestock. 

Work  with  hogs  at  Ames,  Iowa,  shows  an  advantage  of  100  pounds 
a  litter  at  6  months  of  age  for  those  pigs  whose  parents  come  from  inbred  lines 
within  the  same  breed.    Equally- promising  work  is  underway  at  the  research  center 
at  Peltsville,  Md.,  where  popular  American  breeds  are  being  crossed  with  Danish 
^and race  swine . 

Also  at  Beltsville,  researchers  have  proved  the  value  of 
hybrid  vigor  in  dairy  cows .    Young  cows  resulting  from  combining  four  breeds  in 
a  carefully  planned  program  for  .tHe  last  8  years,  are  producing  20  percent  more 
butt erf at  than  was  expected.    Hybrid  vigor  seems  "to  be  the  answer  ...  even  after 
allowing  for  the  influence  of  proved  sires.     It's  too  early  to  be  definite  as 
to  the .values  that  might  come  from  this  new  method  of  breeding  livestock  . . .  but 
if  only  half  the  dairy  cows  in  the  country  produced  20  percent  more  butterfat 
than  their  mothers,  production  would  be  increased  about  50,000,000  pounds'  annually. 

Other  research  work  with  dairy  cattle  has  added  tremendously 
to  the  production  of  dairy  products.    Research  on  breeding,  feeding  and  manage- 
ment over  the  years  has  produced  information  which  dairy  farmers  have  been 
putting  to  use  individually  and  in  dairy-herd-improvement  associations.    %en  the 
first  _  cow-r-testing  association  was  organized ' 4-0  years  ago,  cows  under  test  averaged 
215  pounds  of  butterfat  per  cow  per  year.    Now  ...  about  a  million  cows  in  the 
improvement  associations  are  producing' 339  pounds  per  cow.    This  increase  ...  at 
an  average  price  of  50  cents  ...  adds  more  than  ^80,000,000  a  year  to  the  income 
of  association  members. 

Increased  production  from  some  25, 000, 000. cows" outside  the 
associations  ...  because  of  better  breeding,  feeding  and  management'  ...  has  added 
about^375,000,000  a  year  to  the  income  , of  dairy  farmers." 

Does  research  pay?    Ask  the  farmer  who  uses  it. 

There's  another  angle  to  research  ...  other  than  adding  to 
national  income.    That's  the  insurance  it  provides  ...  such  as  disease  prevention. 
But  that  will  have  to  wait  until  another  time. 

Tree  Planting  Stock  Enclosed  is  a  release  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  on 

Low  ...  But  Interest  High      forest  plantings  in  the  last  20  years   ...  about  6^  mil- 
lion acres  as  against  the  75  million  that  need  plant- 
ing.   But  interest  in  tree-planting  right  now  is  greater  than  supply  of  planting 
stock  ...  "demand  for  planting  stock  generally  far  exceeds  the  supply"  ...  It's 
good  reading.     If  figures  for  your  state  or  other  information  on  tree  planting 
is  not  given  in  the  release  ...-you  can  get  it  from- your  nearest  federal  or  state 
forester.    Next  week  we  expect  to  have  for  you  ...  with  the  help  of  radio-man 
Bill  Bergoffen  of  the  Forest  Service  ...  a  good  piece  on  American  forests. 
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FHA  Clients  Are  Good         In  our  rounds  of  the  many  bureaus  and  offices  of  the 
B'cast  Material  USDA  ...  seeing  what  background  information  we  can  dig 

up  for  you,  we  fell  to  talking  with  Frances  Fox.  (She 
handles  radio  for  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  ...  formerly  FSA  ...  and  other- 
wise looks  after  the  interests  of  the  broadcast  brethren.) 

The  FHA  is  really  busy  these  days  with  reorganization 
...  the  merger  of  FSA -and  the  crop  loan  office  of  FCA  ...  abolition  of  regional 
offices  ...  and  transfer  of  all  functions  to  state  and  county  of  f  ices .  .  Tr<e  enclose 
a  list  of  the  newly  appointed  FHA  directors.     It  should  be  helpful  if  filed 
for  future  reference. 

There's  a  lot  of  good  broadcast  material  in  the  story  of 
many  FHA  clients  ...  families  which  you  might  want  to  interview.    The  county  FHA 
supervisor,  county  agent  or  other  local  person  who  knows  a  lot  of  farm  families 
can  give  you  tips.    Frances  told  us  the  following  story  ...  a  sample  of  many 
others,  she  says: 

The  Theophilus  Pittman  family  of  Auburn,   Ala.,  were 
sharecroppers  in  1937.    About  all  they  had  was  seven  children  and  an  ambition 
to  own  a  home  and  educate  those  children.    Now,  10  years  later,  they  have  a 
260-acre  improved  farm  ...  which  they  bought  and  paid  for  in  4  years,  instead  of 
the  4.0  they  were  allowed. 

Four  of  the  children  have  finished  college.    Three  of 
the  girls  studied  home  economics,  including  one  who  is  now  doing  home  demonstra- 
tion work.    One  son  is  teaching  agriculture.    One  ...  a  veteran  ...  is  studying 
to  be  a  veterinarian.    One  son  was  killed  in  action  during  the  war. 

These  achievements  didn't  come  easy.    Mrs.  Pittman  used 
to  load  a  wagon  or  buggy  with  farm  produce  every  day  or  so  ...  with  poultry,  eggs 
butter  and  fresh  vegetables  ...  to  be  sold  in  town  from  door  to  door.     As  recently 
as  last  year  the  pittmans  butchered  -and  sold  10  hogs  as  fresh  pork  ..."  earning 
about  5  times  as  much  from  the  hams,  sausage  and  lard,  as  thev  would  have  from 
sales  on  the  hoof. 

~«  .  „       D         ,       But  they  sti11  find  "time  to  be  active  in  neighborhood 

alfairs.  .  P.  works  in  the  local  home  demonstration  club,  her  husbpnd  is  in 

other  community. activities  and  16-year  old  Jonny  is  an  FFA  leader.    All  attend 
church  regularly.    They  credit  much  of  their  success  to  help  from  the  Extension 
oeryice,  the  *CS  and  the  FHA  ...  through  whom  they  bought  their  farm.  The 
southern  Farmer  magazine  recently  names  the  Pittmans  "An  Achievement  Family  of  19^6,' 

Protein  Feed  Allocations      We  enclose  a  statement  by  the  IEFC  on  allocation  of 
.       .       .„  vegetable  protein  feeds  for  the  first  half  of  IP 47. 

Although  primarily  for  farm  and  feed  trade  press,  we  hope  it  will  help  give  you 
"f^'6  0f  the  Z!g^abl?  Protein  feeds  situation  ...  supplies  and  requirements, 
of  p™.°Ver*    P0STSCRIPT         "e  are  requested  to  add  the  following  at  the  top 

Claimant 

Belgium  •   '"•         W  M  (3)             (4)  (5)  (6) 

Netherlands            tnZ  ,  21°'5  3.0...  10.0  6&.5 

596.4  298.2  111.2            p.o  24.5  84.7  : 
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Champ  Lambs  . . .  Owe         Last  week  we  cited  phenothiazine  . . .  remarkably  ef fee- 
Much  to  Science  tive  in  removing- parasites  from  livestock  ...  as  an 

example  of  how  science  serves  agriculture.     (Cost  of 
research  on  the  drug  was  310,000  ...  estimated  value,  ^10,000,000  annually.  Now 
comes  from  Dallas  Burch  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  a  story  telling  what 
phenothiazine  was  worth  to  one  farmer. 

For  12  straight  years  the  grand  championship  for  a 
carlot  of  lambs  at  the  International  Livestock  Show  had  been  won  by  Canadian 
exhibitors.    But  at  the  last  show  the  winner  was  a  Kentuckian  ...  H.  C.  ^esuden 
of  Clark  County.    That  feat  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  at  the  time. 

Now  it  develops  that  the  prize-winning  condition  of  his 
lambs  was  due  in  large  measure  to  parasite  control  with  phenothiazine  —  developed 
by  the  USDA.    Events  leading  up  to  the  coveted  championship  are  a  little  sermon 
to  any  sheep, fanner  ...  even  if  he  has  no  championships  in  mind. 

For  several  years  Mr.  Besuden's  sheep  had  heavy  in- 
festations of  internal  parasites.    They  were  continually  in  such  poor  condition 
that  he  considered  going  out  of  the  sheep  business  ...  at  least  until  his  . 
feedlots  were  free  of  parasitic  worms  and  their  eggs. 

About  that  time  the  state  extension  sheep  specialist 
suggested  that  Mr.  Besuden  try  treating  his  flock  with  a  mixture  of  one  part 
of  phenothiazine  and  nine  parts  of  common  salt  ...  a  treatment  developed,  tested 
and  recommended  by  the  USDA.     Quickly  the  condition  of  his  flock  improved.  Then 
he  marketed  some  of  his  lambs  at  a  profit.    He  found  that  those  remaining  stayed 
thrifty  ...  even  during  the  heat  of  summer.    The  medicated  salt  (in  a  self-feeder) 
keep  injurious  internal  parasites  from  developing. 

In  the  fall  months  the  lambs  looked  so  well  that  a  load 
of  the  best  were  sent  to  the  International.     The  rest  is  history.    True  ..  the 
champ  carlot  were  well-bred,  well-fed  and  well-handled  lambs  . . .  but  without 
the"  parasite  control  treatment  they  would  hardly  have  remained  healthy  and  thrifty 
...  much  less  win  top  International  honors. 

Your  veterinarian,  county  agent  or  state  extension 
specialist  can  tell  you  a  lot  more  about  helpful  phenothiazine. 


New  Elm  Resistant  Ml  of  you  in  the  Northeastern,  North  Central  and  Upper 

to  Dutch  Elm  Disease       Miss.  Valley  states  have  been  sent  a  release  on  a  new 

elm...  resistant  to  Dutch  elm  disease.     (And  all  RFD's 
have  received  the  basic  facts  in  the  USDA  Summary.)    The  announcement  ...  for 
Feb.  9  release  ...  lists  the  16  different  areas  to  which  rooted  layers  of  the 
resistant  elms  have  been  distributed. 

Some  added  information:    Dutch  elm  disease  first  showed  up 
in  the  U.S.  in  1930  ♦..  in  Cleveland.    Now  it  is  found  over  an  area  from  the  New 
England  states  to  Indiana,  and  southward  to  Virginia.    Worst  infestation  is  in  an 
area  extending  about  100  miles  from  New  York  city.    Oddly  enough  ..  the  disease 
showed  up  again  this  year  in  Cleveland. 

Disease  came  here  from  Eurooe  on  elm  logs  ...  is  spread 
by  European  elm  bark  beetle  and  also  by  native  bark  beetle.    Federal  eradication 
program  came  to  an  end  about  194-0,  although  scouting  to  find  new  areas  continues. 
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A  Precious  Metal  ....  '   *  Recently  we  had  a  request  from  a  big  manufacturer  of  farm 
It's  Scrap  Iron  ■  machinery  for  some  general  information  on  scrap  iron. 

Seems'-' the  need  for  scrap  is  as- urgent  as  it's  ever  been 
...  and  the  sooner'more  is  available,  the  sooner  more. farm  implements,  autos, 
trucks  and  tractors  can  be  made.    Demand  for  scrap  has  hiked  prices  sharply  ....  in 
some  grades  to  almost  twice  wartime  ceilings.  ..But  supplies  are  still  the  lowest 
in  history. 

of 

Anyway  ...  we  got  in  touch  with  the  Institute /Scrap  Iron 
and  Steel  (national  headquarters  are  here  in  Washington).    What  they  told  us 
might  be  of  interest  to  some  RFD's,  especially  if  you  have  any  part  in  a  local 
drive  for  more  scrap  iron: 

Scran  iron  and  pig  iron  are  the  metals  which  are  melted 
to  make  new  steel  products  and  new  iron  castings  of  all  descriptions.    Pig  iron 
comes  from  smelting  iron  ore  in  a  blast  furnace.    The  nation's  ability  to  make 
pig  iron  depends  on  capacity  of  blast  furnaces.    These  are  more  than  adequate 
because  of  wartime  expansion.    But  use  of  pig  iron  cuts  into  the  nation's  re- 
sources.   A  ton  of  pig  iron  requires  3  to  4  tons  of  iron  ore,  coal  and  other 
minerals  ...  but  has  no  more  use  value  than  a  ton  of  melted  scrap. 

Normally,  supplies  of  iron  and  steel  are  ir  somewhat 
of  a  squirrel  cage.    Steel  used  in  making  an  auto  or  farm  machinery  may  come 
back  as  scrap  many  years  later.    Except  -for  that  exported,  most  iron  and  steel 
produced  should  some  day  be  available  for  re-use.    But  during  the  war  large 
quantities  were  lost  as  future  scrap.     It  left  the  country  under  lend-lease, 
was  sunk  by  sub  warfare,  destroyed  as  ammunition  and  tied  up  in  military  equipment. 

New  steel  and  iron  castings  can  be  made  entirely  from  pig 
iron  or  scrap  iron  ...  or  a  combination  of  the  two.    Because  scrap  iron  already 
has  been  refined,  its  use  shortens  the  process  and  lov/ers  the  price  of  new  iron 
and  steel.    The  war  placed  a  severe  drain  on  scrap  supplies,    As  much  as  2,150,000 
tons  a  month  was  melted  at  the  war's  peak.    Scrap  drives  brought  out  supplies 
that  ordinarily  would  not  have  come  to  market  until  later.    Right  now  the  supply 
of  cast  iron  grades  of  scrap  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  the  steel  grades.  Cast 
iron  scrap  comes  principally  from  the  farms  and  from  auto  graveyards.-    And  there 
haven't  been  many  cars,  trucks  or  .farm  machinery  discarded  in  recent  years. 

Farm  Equipment  Meeting        Wish  we  had  the  space  . . t  and  time  ...  to  pass  on  to 

you  all  that  went  on  at  the  conference  this  week  be- 
tween our  ag  engineers  and  plant  specialists  ...  and  the  farm  equipment  people. 
We'll  have  for  you  later  a  complete  summary.    .It  will  run  to  30  or  more  pages, 
according  to  Lou  Childers,  the  efficient  information  specialist  in  the  Division 
of  Ag  Engineering,  who  is  preparing  it.    Our  US  DA  researchers  reported  what  they 
have  found  out  about  crops  ...  how  to  plant  and  fertilize  them,  protect  them 
from  disease  and  insects,  and  what  are  best  harvesting  methods.    It's  then  the 
job  of  the  farm  equipment  manufacturer  to  design  machines  to  put  results  of 
research  into  effect.    This  was  the  third  of  these  joint  conferences,  and  the  75 
or  more'  equipment  people  in  attendance  this  year  reported  them  most  helpful. 

Secretary's  Trip  Postponed      Secretary  Anderson's  trip  to  Europe,  to  study  food 

and  feed  needs  in  war- ravaged  countries,  has  been 

postponed.    He  had  tentatively  scheduled  such  a. survey  for  about  the  last' half 
of  March. 
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world  Wheat  Conference  By  the  ti^e  this  letter  reaches  the  RFD's,  our  U.S. 
Delegation  ...  on  Its  1TJay    Delegation  to  the  International  Wheat  Conference  in 

London  ...  will  be  on  its  way.     (They  leave  March  8.) 
The  conference,  which  convenes  March  18,  will  have  for  discussion,  draft  of  a 
proposed  international  wheat  agreement  ...  as  prepared  by  the  International  VJhe at 
Council  at  its  meeting  here  in  Washington  last  month. 

This  new  draft  is  expected  to  replace  the  agreement 
drawn  up  in  1942  by  Argentina,  Australia,  Canada,  the  U.K.  and  the  U.S.  The 
1942  agreement  was  never  put  into  effect,  because  of  changes  that  the  war  might 
bring.    The  council  has  now  been  expanded  to  include  major  wheat  importing  as 
well  as  exporting  countries.    Other  nations  now  represented  are  Belgium,  Brazil, 
China,  Denmark,  France,  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands. 

briefly  ...  the  agreement  to  be  considered  in  London 
seeks  to  achieve  stable  world  wheat  prices,  plentiful  world  wheat  supplies  at 
all  times  and  establishment  of  reserves  as  insurance  against  crop  failures,  • 
avoidance  of  surpluses,  security  for  efficient  wheat  producers  and  promotion  of 
increased  wheat  consumption. 

•  The  delegation  . . .  not  yet  announced  officially  ... 
consists  of  these  USD.A  officials:  L.A.  Wheeler,  head  of  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations  ...  Carl  Farrington,  assistant  administrator  of  the  PMA 
...  Leroy  K.  Smith,  director 'of  the  Grain  Branch  ...  and  Oscar  Zaglits,  OFAR 
international  trade  specialist-.*  The  State  Dept.  will  be  represented  by  Ed  Cale, 
international  resources  division.  It  has  been  requested  that  Paul  Nyhus,  U.S. 
agricultural  attache  •  in  London,  also  be-  a •- member  orf  the  delegation. 

Delegates  to  the  conference  at  all  times  will  be  in 
close  touch  with  our  government, 'with  Congressional  and  wheat  producer  represen- 
tatives, and  with  others  concerned.     It  is  hoped  the  conference  can  be  concluded 
in  three  weeks.    Whatever  is  agreed  upon  will- not  go  into  effect  until  properly  ■ 
confirmed  by  all  nations  concerned.    For  the  U.S.,  this  means  Congressional 
approval .  ^ 

Electricity  Goes  to  Earlier  in  the  week  you  were  sent  two  REA  "hand-outs", 

the  Farri  '    '    ••  ~8  One  told  how  REA  borrowers  have  paid  back  more  than 

^.20,000,000  before  the  due  date."   The  other  told  that 
REA  loans  have  now  reached  a  billion  dollars  . . .  with  background  on  what  REA 
has  accomplished  since  the  federal  rural  electrification  program  began  on  May  11, 
1935. 

We  can  get  a  good  picture  of  just  how  farmers  are 
using  electricity  from  an  across-the-nation  survey  in  which  REA  and  Successful 
Farming  cooperated.     It  covered  11,533  farms  and  47  REA  systems  ...  and  shows:. 
Farmers  "still  use  electricity  more  for  home  appliances  than  for  production  equip- 
ment ...  The  Middle  West  heads  regional  list  of  farmers  using  electrical  equipment 
or  planning  to  purchase. 

Radios  were  the  most  popular  piece  of  electrical  equip- 
ment.   More  than  90  percent  of  farmers  owned  non-battery  radios  ...  and  nearly 
95  percent  said  they  expected  to  buy  as  soon  as  the  radios  were  available.  Other 
equipment  using  electricity  ...  in  order  of  preference  ...  electric  irons, 
refrigerators,  washing  machines,  pumps,  vacuum  cleaners,  bathroom  equipment, 
motors,  electric  stoves,  cream  seperators,  fences,  water  heaters,  milking  machines, 
feed  grinders  and  milk  coolers. 
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...  AMONG  OURSELVES 

Test-art  Ho!  As this  week  ends,  Dana  Reynolds  is  finishing  an  extension 

.   .,.         u    fad;L0  school  at  Pocatello, .  Idaho.    On  March  10  and  11  he 
has  a  similar  school  at  Boise  ...  and  another  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  March  H  and 
l5'f  ulth0UfK?an?  his  lo«g-handled  red  flannels  along,  he's  travelling  so  < 

fast  he  probably  hasn't  had  time  to  get  them  out,  even  for  winter  weather!'  A 
field  communique  from  him  reports  good  "contacts"  in  Denver  and  at  Fort  Collins  i 

Spokane!  StuSSS^T,  a^on^rt^d"  ^  *  ' 

Hand-outs  ...  for  RFD-s       It  might  be  worthwhile  to  set  forth  again  just  how 
(i)  w_+  Af  „,,  you  RFD's  are  mailed  official  releases  from  USDA. 

semratp,  4-v.      ^    LonSer  releases  are  mailed  you  each  day  as 

burets      fi^F^SEf :    7  T  re??HS  Prepar£d  V  BAE  ...  PMA  ...  or  other 

MliSif  -I^^-K9?^  Hertain^r-t 
quest  ^Is^'Kes"  reportf  fl?  7?**'  ^  ^  ^  ^~ 

teterest  . . .  such  as  a  New  York  Mnf market  Vec^  ?i ^  ^ 
to.  RFD's  in  that  region.  P         • ' *  Xt  Wl11  be  sent  onlv 

(3)  The  Clip  Sheet  is  sent  each  week  to  all  RFD's. 
Summary  ...  supplemented  fc/LngT rllLses  iTfun/^  ^  ^ 

Operations  WMsper    Connie  B  ^  laying  off  his  platter  service  for  some  weeks. 

voice  has  been  changLg  .f TtH  whisper  (Let  fv^  "  ^  V°°al  °°rts-  HiS 
Blasters.)      Last  program  ...  g*«£  ^ *™ 

Fo°otandluAtgf  mLase         ^dlsSsel1  foot-and- 

pnH.j.  .  +  „       .  ,  "B  wexican-u.5.  commission  has  just 
are  a  new  step  in  friendly    coone^™ ek-}or}?  meting  and  its  recommendations 
Not  in  the  release  is Ihis'added  ne^sl    relatl0nS  with  °- neighbor  to  the  south. 

an  aggressive  campaign  against  the^i^r™"6"*-13  rep0Eted  *°  »e  carrying  on 
personnel  in  education  cSpaiens     For  vH  'i "  "Slng  "early  a11  oivil  servi™ 
eellent  map  showing  the  exact  areas  zfZts    P5n»ses  «  has  prepared  an  ex- 
have  been  checked  f..  there  have  been  ™  Pr6ad  °f  the  disease  seems  to 
lines  were  established                          "°  "eW  areas  rePorted  since  quarantine 


Kadderly  to  Australia  March  21 


Barring  the  unexpected,  Wallace  Kadderly  will  take  a  long  look  at' the 
Golden  Gate  about  10  PM  on  March  21  as  he  file s:  over  it  on  the  first  leg  , 
of  his  journey  to  Australia  and  perhaps  to  New  Zealand.    He's  going  at  ."the 
request  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission  to  advise  and  consult  with 
them  on  agricultural  radio  service  programming  "down  under". 

Department  of  State,  USDA  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  " 
Station  KGW,  National  Ass'n  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  ...  have  all  helped 
Radio  Service  fill  the  ABC  request.    I'm  supposed  to  be  on  that  plane.  How- 
ever, it  was  deemed  impossible  for  me  to  get  away.    Wallace,  formerly 
chief  of  Radio  Service  in  USDA,  and  now  a  station  farm  director,  has  a  more 
than  adequate  background  to  represent  both  theRFD's  and  the  USDA.    Station  . 
KGW'  and  the  Australian  ABC  are  supporting  the  trip. 

While  "down  under"  he  may  go  to  New  Zealand %  "  Good  luck,  Wallace.  We'll 
see  you  in  about  two  months.    Don't  forget  that,  informal  report.    And  say 
"hel.lo"  to  ABC*s  John  Douglas  whom  many  met  two  years  ago  when  he  was  here*. 

On  to  Washington  « . .  April  30-May  1 

Plans  are  shaping  up  nicely  for  radio  farm  directors  to  visit  the  Beltsville 
Research  Center  and  meet  with  top  Washington  USDA  officials  *    If  Secretary 
Anderson  is  in  town,  we  hope  to  have  a  half  hour  with  him,    Better  talk  this 
over  with  the  boss  man  quickly  s  o  you  can  lay  your  plans  to  be  here  for  the 
full  two  days.    If  you  want  to  make  recordings,  plan  to  come  a  day  early* 

Considering  everything,  the  better  time  seems  the  two' days  before  the 
Institute  of  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus.    You  can  take  the  overnight  train 
from  Washington  to  Columbus.-    You  should  plan  on  getting  here  the  night  of 
April  29  (or  earlier)  as  the  first  day  on  research  at  Beltsville  will  require 
us • to  leave  the  USDA  administration  building  about  8  am-    Should  you  arrive 
too  late  to  go  out  with  the  crowd,  you  may  have  to  rely  on  a  taxi  for  the 
dozen  miles  e 

Right  now  the  research  program  for  the  first  day  looks  something  like 
this:    Better  Bacon  fsom  Hybrid  Hogs  ...  DDT  Gets  Flies;  Farmers  Get  More 
Beef,  More  Money  .  e.  Research  Meets  New  Needs'  in  Farm  Machinery  ...  Eggs 
Can  be  Bettered  Through  Better  Breeding         Big  Returns  from  Small  Grain  c.« 
Hormones  Work  for  the  Farmer  (a  demonstration)  .  60  Home  Plantings  for  Money 
and  Beauty. 


-    2  - 


Some  Notes  on  the  Department's  Forest  Products  Laboratory 

This  week,  as  promised,  we're  sending  along  a  copy  of  the  Forest  Service's 
"Products  of  American  Forests."    It's  chock-full  of  readable  and  worthwhile 
material         and  valuable  for  reference.    Copies  are  not  available  for  hand- 
outs.   Original  source  of  the  material  was  the  Forest  Products  -laboratory  at 
Madison,  Wise.    Some  of  you  may  have  been  through  this  remarkable  plant 0  For 
the  rest  of  you,  here's  some  background. 

Research  in  the  Laboratory  is  directed  toward  more  profitable  wood  uses 
toward  elimination  of  waste  and  cutting  costs  in  logging,  in  manufacture, 
and  in  the  use  of  wood  products  . . 0  and  toward  the  development  of  new  and 
useful  products  from  wood. 

The  Lab  was  of  splendid  use  to  the  U.S.  during  both  World  Wars,  Just 
to  mention  a  few  not-commonly-known  highlights  of  the  last  war:  Methods 
of  using  low-temperature  glues  to  laminate  timbers  for  boats  were  worked 
out.  ...  A  preservative  treatment  was  developed  for  the  protection  of  plywood 
gliders  in  the  tropics 6  ...  An  untold  amount  of  work  was  done  to  solve  packag- 
ing and  container  problems  for  the  Army  Ordinance  and  Air  Forces .  ...  Lab 
scientists  developed  a  process  for  producing  industrial  alcohol  from  waste 
wood. 

war  ; 
Many  of  the  Lab ' s /developments  are  being  adapted  to  peace-time  uses  .  ,ff 
such  as  help  in  housing.    Considerable  work  is  being  done  on  wood  seasoning 
...  on  the  use  of  glues  and  gluing  in  prefabricated-houses         in  the  field  of 
durable,  fast-drying  paints  and  fireproof ing- materials  ....  in  the  large,  ■ 
complex  field  of  wood  chemistry  to-  develop  more  and  better  derivatives  from 
wood.    A  good  example  is  production  of  high-protein  yeast  as  a  supplemental 
food  for  cattle  and  poultry. 

.  * 

It  all  adds  up  to  research  aimed  at  improving  the  usefulness  of  wood, 
reducing  waste  and  inefficiency,  and  developing  new  uses  for  forest  products. 
Ultimate  goal:    The  creation  of  new  industries,  and  more  .jobs  and  increased 
comfort  for  all  of  use 

Record  Demand  for  Fertilizer  ■  , 

Between  800,000  and  850,000  tons  of  nitrogen  will  be  needed  for- U.S.  - 
fertilizer  use  in  the  year  194-7-4-8,  according  to-  members  of  the.  Fertilizer 
Industry  Advisory  committee  meeting  at  the  USDA  this  week.    Thus,  the  record 
supply  of  about  725,000  of  N  for  UCS.  use  is  short  of  record  demand. 

To  meet  the  need  committee  members  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  might 
be. necessary  for  army  to  continue  operating  plants  until  private  industry 
has  facilities  to  supply  demand.    But  they  want  private  operation  as  soon  as 
feasible . 

Committee  agreed  most  serious  shortage  was  of  N  suitable  for  direct 
application.    But  imports  of  Chilean  nitrate,  delayed  by  strikes  here  and 
in  Chile,  have  now  begun.    Shipments,  which  will  go  direct  from  ships ide,  are 
scheduled  to  meet  needs  of  southern  states  first.  ■- 
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A  Traveling  Salesman  . . .  for  King  Cotton 

In  one  way  or  another  . . .  all  of  us  are  interested  in  cotton  „ . .  one  of 
our  leading  farm  crops.    That's  the  reason  we  give  you  here  a  little  back- 
ground on  the  1947  Maid  of  Cotton.    As  part  of  her  whirlwind  tour  across 
this  continent  from  North  to  South  and  from  East  to  West  . . .  and  even  east- 
ward across  the  ocean  to  Furope  ./<,  she  will  visit  the  nation's  capital  this 
week  (March  20-21). 

In  Washington  she  will  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  who  will 
present  her  with  a  letter  to  the  French  minister  of  agriculture.    The  Maid 
of  Cotton  (21-year-old  Hilma  Seay  of  Memphis,  Tenn.)  will  fly  to  Paris  on 
March  22         presenting  the  greeting  in  person.*    The  Secretary's  letter  will 
point  out  that  France  always  has  been  one  of  our  largest  users  of  cotton 
..0  (more  than  2/3  of  France's  cotton  requirements  come  from  the  U.S.)  ... 
that  this  nation  appreciates  the  cooperation  of  the  French  cotton  industry 
...  that  we  hope  our  reciprocal  trade  may  be  further  expanded. 

The  Maid  of  Cotton  ...  chosen  every  year  since  1939  ...  is  sponsored 
by  the  National  Cotton  Council,  the  cotton  exchanges  of  New  York,  New  Orleans , 
and  Memphis,  and  the  Memphis  Cotton  Carnival  Assoc.    Any  girl  between  the 
ages  of  19  to  25,  born  in  one  of  the  17  cotton  states,  may  enter  the  contest. 
And  we  quote,  "The  girls  are  judged  for  poise,  personality,  charm,  family 
background,  ability  to  mee*D  people  and  to  talk  intelligently  and  cleverly 
to  an  audience.    Appearance  is  important ,  but  it  is  not  a  beauty  contest 
(But  boys,  Miss  Seay  is  beautiful) „ 

In  New  York,,  her  all-cotton  wardrobe  was  assembled,  and  she  was  trained 
in  modeling,    Since  her  job  is  to  SELL  cotton  . . £  to  the  world,  her  tour  is 
covering  some  30  of  the  larger  U.S.  cities  . plus  two  weeks  for  Paris  and 
the  Riviera.    The  latter  will  be  like  coals  to  Newcastle,  as  she  shows  her 
stunning  wardrobe  to  Parisian  designers. 

In  each  U„s.  city  (still  SELLING  cotton)  she  will  headline  a  fashion  show 
in  one  of  the  leading  department  stores,  and  will. call  upon  the  mayor  and  other 
state  and  civic  officials  Q..  inviting  them  to  the  Memphis  Cotton  Carnival,  the 
highlight  of  her  tour,.    This  is  an  annual  week,  a  national  festivity,  reigned 
over  by  .King  Cotton o 

In  case  you  RFD's  want  to  help  the  cotton  industry  . via  your  b' casts. 
...  we  have  obtained  from  the  Cotton  Council,  their  routing  for  Miss  Seay 
(pronounced  see).    Can't  tell  you  just  where  she  will  be  domiciled  in  each 
city  ...  but  plenty  publicity  is  going  out  to  newspapers  and  radio  stations 0 
Already  she  has  been  in  Miami,  Jacksonville,  New  Orleans,  Houston,  Phoenix, 
Los  Angeles,  and  Little  Rock. 

For  "the  rest  of  March,  these  cities  and  dates:    Atlanta,  17-19,  Washington 
20-21,         and  then  Paris,    For  April,  Philadelphia  7-9,  Boston  10-12,  Buffalo 
U-15,  Cleveland  16-17,  Pittsburgh  18-19,  Toledo  21-22,  Detroit  23-25,  Chicago 
26-29,  and  St,  Paul  Apr.  30-May  1.    For  May,  Des  Moines  2-3,  Omaha  5-6,  St. 
Louis  8-10,  Memphis  13-18,  Birmingham  19-20,  Nashville  21-22, : Louisville  23-24, 
Cincinnati  26-27  and  Indianapolis  28-29 c 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  what's  made  of  cotton        ask  the  Maid  of 
Cotton, 


Pressure  is  on  to  Get  More  Freight  .Cars- * 

As  you  know  the  freight  car  shortage  is' still  with. us.    It  affects  more 
or  less  everybody  from  farmers  on  through  to  consumers,    To  see  what  more 
can  be  done  about  the  situation,/" .Col,  J4M,  Johnson  of  the  Of f ice -of  Defense 
Transportation- this  week  called  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  railroads 
and  car  builders  to  see  if  an  degressive  program  of  building  at  least  10,000 
cars  a  month  cannot  get  started  at  once.    Even  then-  according  to  our  own 
transportation  division,  the  effect  would  not  be  felt  for  several  months. 
The  meeting  is  underway  today  (March  I4)  0    Principal  pressure  back  of  this 
latest  attempt  to  get  more  11  eight  cars  seems  to  the  Congressional  Committee 
of  which  Senator  Clyde  Reed  of  Kansas  is  chairman,    Suppliers  tentatively 
have  agreed  go  make  steel  available  for  minimum  production  of  10,000  cars 
monthly. 

Are  You  a  (turpentine)  Gum  Collector?  _ 

Unless  you  collect  gum  from  turpentine  pines,  this  item  won't  interest 
you  diiectly0  .But  it  shows  how  one  of  our  scientists 3  with  his  eyes  wide 
cp.en^  may  have  added  a  lot  to  the  income  of '  turpentine  farmers  „    Dr  .,  George 
Hepting,  US DA  pathologist 3  noticed  that  a  fungus  which  causes  pitch  canker 
in  some  pines,  stimulated  the  flow  of  gum  in  turpentine  pines «  Workers 
usually  collect. gum  by  cutting  across  the  pine  trunk         and  then  regularly 
chipping  the  streak  to  keep  the  gum  flowing,.     In  -'44.  Dr,  Hepting  noticed 
the  fungus  stimulated  the  flow  of  gum  on  pines  that  ordinarily  produce  little 
pitch.    He  reasoned  it  might  have  the  same  effect  on  turpentine  pines,  In 
two  years  of  experiments,  he  has  found  his  theory  holds  r . ,  the  fungus  pro- 
longs the  flow  of  gum  and  has  not  severely  damaged  the  pines s    The'  experiment 
is  continuing* 

Ag»  Statistics  for  ''46  c  Coming  Your  Way  •  ' '  ' 

We  have  arranged  to  send  you         under  separate  cover.;,,,  a  copy  of  the 
annual  USDA  agricultural  Statistics „    Probably  Radio  Service  has  been  send- 
ing you  a  copy  each  year  ,. , ,  in  past  years  ■     If  you  are  not  familiar  with 
it         it  is  a  sort;  of  background  bible  *•„  statistically  speaking.    It  Js 
a  thick  book  of  some  700  pages  and  brings  together  virtually  all  statistics 
compiled  within  government  cn  the  subject  of  agriculture*    This  year  it 
again  carries  statistics  of  foreign  trade  and  "historical"  data  going  back 
10  or  15  years  ,    The  be ok: carries  a  complete  index  on  all  crop  figures  and/ 
has  a  most  handy  3  pages  of  weights,  measures  and  conversion- factors  »',„  in 
other  words  the  measuring  unit  for  all  crops  and  weight  of 'the  unit  in' pounds. 
It's  the  handiest  reference  gadget  for  statistical  data  I  have  on  my  desk. 
Agricultural  Statistics  for  19/46  will  be  ma/ led  you  direct  from  the  Government 
Printing  Office „ 

Hot.  Stuff 

Most  of  us  are  apt  to  think  of  the  "output"  of  statisticians  as  being,  on 
the ^ dullish  side  „ , a  but  not  always,    They  haxe  a  sense  of  humor,     In  the  March 
Agricultural  Situation,  under  the 'heading -.""Hot  Scufr'1         appear  these  lines: 
"To  a  lot  of  people  garlic  is  just  something  to  smell.    But  to  hundreds  of 
farmers  in  Calif ornia^  Texas,  and  Louisiana. ..  it  means  millions  of  "dollars 
Last  year's  crop  brought  them  $2, 800 .,000,  over  five  times  the  1935-39  average," 
That's  net  to  be  sniffed  at. 
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How  Big  is  the  Farm  Business? 

Under  this  heading  the  current  Agricultural  Situation  discusses  farms  on 
the  basis  of  production.    (From  the  top  third  comes  80%  of  all  production*) 
Probably  most  of  you  get  this  monthly  booklet  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics •    This  month's  leadoff  piece  supplements  the  recent 
,  article  titled  "Farms  are  Getting  Larger  and  Fewer".    Here's  a  brief  summary 
of  both: 

Today's  farms  are  bigger,  more  mechanized,  more  productive  than  25  years 
ago,  or  even  five.    The  1945  census  counted  1,1  billion  acres  of  farmland 
•in  5.8  million  farms,  600,000  fewer  than  in  1920.    The  average  farm  is  about 
195  acres,  a  50-acre  increase  since  1920  and  a  20-acre  jump  since  194-0. 

Only  5  percent  of  the  farms  are  over  500  acres  . . .  but  account  for  half 
of  the  farmland.    In  1920  they  accounted  for  a  third.    The  180  to  500-acre 
farms  account  for  a  fourth  of  the  farmland.    Today  there  are  about  as  many 
as  in  1920. 

The  number  of  small  farms,  10  to  180  acres,  are  now  a  million  fewer  than 
in  1920,  largely  the  result  of  being  absorbed  into  other  farms. 

In  1944  the  top  tenth  of  the  farms  produced  half  of  all  the  farm  output 
the  top  third  produced  80  percent.    Only  5  percent  of  the  farms  had  a 
production  worth  more  than  ftlO.OOO  each,    A  fifth  of  the  farms  had  products 
worth  $4,000  or  more  in  1944*    The  average  production  of  all  the  farms  was 
between  ^2,500  and  $4,000c    Over  half  of  the  farms  had  products  worth  less 
1  than  81, 500,    From  3^000,000  farms  came  only  a  tenth  of  the  record  farm  output 
in  1944. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Map  (Mexico) a 

To  supplement  what  we've  already  told  you  about  foot-and-mouth  disease 
we  enclose  a  map  showing  the  main  quarantine  zone  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  other 
centers  of  infection.    It's  dated  Feb,  22,  but  changes  since  are  slight. 
Otherwise.,  nothing  new  to  report.    Our  good  friends  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry,  Dallas  Burch,  just  handed  us  the  maps  with  this  story:    A  man  lay 
on  the  beach  at  Atlantic  City,  yelling  "No,  No,  No!"    (Just  a  "YES"  man  on 
vacation.) 

Two  Blades  of  Grass  * . . 

There's  pleasant^  profitable  reading  in  a  new  book  ...  titled  "Two  Blades 
of  Grass"*    Maybe  we!re  a  little  prejudiced  because  it's  by  our  own  T.  Swann 
Harding  ...  that  indefatigable  worker  who  is  a  rare  combination  of  researcher 
and  interpreter.    Swann  has  burned  a  lot  of  home  electricity  in  getting  this 
book  ready.    But  it  helps  prove         in  a  most  readable  way  0»3  that  research 
by  USDA  scientists  has  been  of  incredible    value  to.  the  American  public,  both 
in  scientific  advancement  and  in  monetary  terms.    In  writing  "Two  Blades  of 
Grass ",»T»  Swann"  has  drawn  upon  his  nearly  40  years  in  USDA  (he  started  in 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  in  1910),    The  book  some  300  pages  of  it,  is  published 
by  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Press, 
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Give  "Mom"  a  Chance  to  Talk 

Just  a  reminder  that  May  U  to  11  is  the  Second  Annual  National  Home 
Demonstration  Week  for  homemakers  and  Home  Demonstration  agents  in  3070 
counties  in  the  United  States  and  the  territories  of  Alaska,  Puerto  Rico 
and  Hawaii c    We  feel  that  the  best  person  to  tell  Of  the  help  to  rural  family 
living  by  the  Home  Demonstration  people  is  the  farm  housewife,  herself. 
Plan  early  to  give  "Mom"  the  recognition  she  so  well  deserves, 

WPTF  Plans  Fall  Roundup.      t    •  -..  !  .\   s  , 

Maybe,  you  have  received  from  Ted  Leeper,  WFTF  farm  director ; ( Raleigh, 
N.C.),  an  announcement., of  that;  station's  Farm  and  Home' Improvement  Contest, 
Any  farmer  may  enter  o . .  whether  he  is  owner  or  renter  j  and  regardless  of 
farm  size  . .  *  if  he  lives  in  any  of  the  8  counties  near  Raleigh.    Farms  will 
be  judged  on  diversification,  management;  conservation,  participation  in  any 
one  project,  food  raised  for  family,  community  activities,  and  improvements 
made  in  farm  and  home  during  year*    Judging  will  be  by  qualified  farmers 0 
Next  fall,  at  close  of  contest,  WPTF  will  stage  a  Roundup  Day  with  contests s 
music  and  awarding  of  prizes 3    Announcement  of  the  contest  carries  statements 
fro'm  the  Governor,  Commissioner  of Agriculture s  Extension  Editor  and  other 
officials  commending  the  idea.    No  doubt  Brother  Leeper  would  be  happy  to 
supply  you  a  copy  of  his  brochure,,,  in  case  you'd  like  to  try  something  .along 
this  line  4  ;  ... 

Items  From  the  Flow  of  News  •  •  ■ 

Here  are  a  few  releases-        mailed  you  this  week  0.5  that  we'd  .like  to 
flag  to'" your  'attention,  if  you  haven't  seen  'em*     (l)  Secsy  Anderson  announced 
crop  insurance  corporation  is  notifying  field  offices  to  stop  payment: ?o£. 
cotton  loss  claims  eti  funds  exhausted,,    Claims  have  run  3  or  4-  times  greater 
than  estimated.,    Field  group  is  to  be  named  to  investigate  .all  angles  of  the 
situation.     (2)    USDA  entomologists  announce  elms  dead  and  dying  from  Dutch 
elm  disease  can  be  made  relatively  harmless  as  source  of  infection  by  use 
of  DDT  oil  spray.-    (3)    USDA  has  announced  plans  for  supporting  prices  of  the 
194-7  potato  crop.    Loan  operations  will  no  longer  be  the  principal' price 
support  for  the  late  crop,     (4)    J«  Mr  Mehl,  head  of  the  Commodity  Exchange 
Authority,  requests  grain  exchanges  at  Chicago ^  ■  Kansas  City  and  Minneapolis 
to  increase  margin  requirements  on  speculative  grain  trading  to  at  least  25% 
of  market  price.    At  current  prices  this  would  require  deposit  of  about  70£ 
a  bushel.    Present:  Chicago  margin  is  300,     (5)  .Also.,  BA£  reports  early  spring 
lamb  crop  for  6th  successive  year  , . ,  will  be  smaller  tha»n  a  year  earlier. 
Estimate  of  1%  decrease  this  year  points  to  smallest  early  crop  in  more  th-an 
20  years „  •  -     ,  .  /  /  ■  .  . ,  *■/<:'■ 

National  4.-H  Club  Camp,  June  11-18  '  .  '  ; 

;    The  National  4-~H  Club  Camp  this  year  will  be  held  June  11  to  18  o  Arrange- 
ments.- haye  -been  made  wi-oh  the  Federal  Works  Agency  to  hold  the  camp  across  the 
river  from- Washington  at  the  site  of .  the  old  Arlington  Farms  on  which  an   ■  \ 
extensive  -set  of  buildings  was  erected  during  the  war.    Facilities,  are  excellent 
for  housing,  meals,  assemblies,  and  recreation.,  and  the  location  is  extremely 
desirable , 

### 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Fifty  Facts  ...  about  UNRRA 


March  21,  1947;' 


RAOIO  SERVICE 

Kenneth  Me  Gap en 


There  may  be  more,  but  no  more  are  mentioned  in  the  little  booklet  we 
enclose  this  week.    The  "facts"  seem  to  be  brief  and.  to -the  point .    We  thought 
you'd  like  to  see  it  ...  read  it  ...  and,  maybe  file  it.  .:  '  ;    .  .  ■ 

Among  Ourselves  ..".*..  .     ..         ■  <.-q  ■ 

Loy  Shrader,  Extension  poultryman,  returned  from  the  west  this  week,  with 
this  bit  of  news  about  Al  Bond,  RFD.  with  Seattle's • KIRO.  .  Bond  had  Shrader 
on  a  poultry  b'east  one  day  ...  the  next  day  Bond  came  down  with  chickenpox. 
To  add  insult  to  injury,  Washington  state  extension  poultryman  sent  Al  posthaste 
their  bulletin  on  "Fowl  Pox". 


Who's  Who 


in  the  RFD 


Enclosed  this  week  you'll  find  your  revised  list  of  Radio  Farm  Program 
Directors.    To  those  on  the  list  this  letter  (with  enclosures)  is  mailed  each 
week.  .  It's  your  list.    Your  names  make  it.    We  hope  it's  a  complete  roster 
of  RFD  broadcasters.    But  probably  ttjere  are    omissions.    So  it  will  help  if 
you'll  give  it  a  goocl  going-over.    Then  tell  us  if  there  are  farm  blcasters 
who  should  be  added.    And  send  along  any  other  suggestions  or  corrections  you 
may  have.    From  time  to  time  we'll  try  to  give  you  a  new  list  v.  .  brought 
right  up-to-date.    As  far  as  names  go  ...  this  listing  should  be  a  "Who's  Who" 
of  the  RFD's.    Obviously,  this  list  is  for  your  personal  information  only. 

More  About  the  Washington  Meeting  ■    ,  •.  •• 

Program  for  the  second  day  (May  1)  of  the  RFD  Washington  get-together  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac  is:  shaping  . up  pretty  well*    We:' re  still  planning  on  . 
about  30  minutes  with  "Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  , . .  as  the  probable 
highlight  of  the  day.    Meetings  will  be  close  at  hand  ...  on  the  floor  above 
Radio  Service  offices  ...  in  Room  507,  which  has  a  projection  booth.    We  mention 
this  because  we  plan  to  show  you  two  of  the  top  USDA  movies*    They'll  both  be 
short  ...  and  in  color.,    One  of  them  probably  will  be  "Hay  is  What  yon  Make  it". 
The  other  may  be  a  "sneak  preview"  of  a  brand  new  film  ...  if.  it's  finished  by 
that  time.    For  lunch,  it  looks  like  we'll  be  eating  in  our  private  dining- 
room  ...  over  in  the  big  South  building.    The  gathering  is .still  more. than 
5  weeks  away,  so  we '11- tell  you  more  later.    Plan  to  come  a  day  early  ...  if 
you  can .    Talk  turkey  to  the  bos  s . 


Ever  Hear  of  a  "Sib"? 


If  you  or  any  of  your  friends  are  engaged  in  advanced  poultry  or  livestock 
breeding  ...  you  can  add  a  new  word  to  your  vocabulary.    It's  "sib".  (Don't 
tell  us  you  have  it  already I )    A  "sib"  means  either  a  brother  or  sister.  It's 
a  handy  word  that's  coming  into  use  in  connection  with  record-of-performance 
poultry  breeding.    You'll  probably  hear  it  used  when  we  visit  the  poultry 
researchers  at  the  time  of  the  RFD  get-together  here  in  Washington  April  30- 
May  1  "BC"  (before  Columbus). 

USDA  officials  who  direct  the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan  report 
that  most  record-of-performance  breeders  make  their  matings  on  "sib"  and  family 
records.    They  study  records  not  only  of  a  hen's  parents  and  progeny  but 
also  of  her  brothers  and  sisters.    If  a  hen  (or  rooster)  has  10  brothers  and 
20  sisters,  it  has  30  sibs. 

NPIP  record-of-performance  breeders' have  need  of  handy  terms -in* their 
breeding. work  :. . .  which  has  more  thari  tripled  in  10  years.    Ten  years  ago 
r.o.p.  breeders  t rapnes ted  about  66,000 .birds .  -  Last»year  the  number  was  more 
than  210,000.    The  number  of  pens  of  breeding  birds  with  production  records 
of  200  or  more  eggs  a  year  more  than  doubled  in  the  10  years. 

State  College  poultrymen  probably  'can  give  you  some  local  slants , 

.  DDT  Brings  More  Cattle  Profits  -  ;  •  ...  ,' 

Bloodsucking  flies  have  been  causing  the  -beef  and  dairy  'cattle  industry 
in  this  country  an  estimated  annual  loss  of  at  least  ftlOO  million.  ' This  amazing 
profit  leak  became  more  obvious  to  stockmen  when  USDA  and  state  'entomologists 
two  years  ago  began  demonstrating  how  DDT  can  control  flies.    They  showed  that 
cattle"  can  be  sprayed  safely  with  a  water-dispersible  DDT  insecticide    ...  that 
under  ordinary  heavy  fly  infestation  treated  stock  gained  an  average  :of "50 
pounds  of  beef  per  animal  more  than  those  untreated  during  the  60-day -mid summer 
•fly  period  ...  that  gains  of  5  to-  15  percent  in  milk  production  may  be  expected. 

Spraying  with  Water-dispersible  DDT  is  becoming  standard  practice  in-  ' 
most  cattle  producing  areas  of  this  country.    Fattening  cattle' 'in  'the  summer 
months  becomes  easier.  :  Ranchmen  may  expect'  a'  gairi-bf  more  than'  2000  pounds 
of  beef r for  each  pound  of  DDT  used  during  fly  season,    Dairymen  are  spraying 
barns  as  well  as  their  cows,  as  they  become  aware  of  the  5  to  15  percent  in- 
crease in  milk  they  may  expect  ...  ''•.-' :  V.      '.  [v.  llTfl:  .  . 

All -this  is  le-ss  than  two  years.    The  future  i'S  brighter  for  the  livestock 
and.  dairy  farmer.  -:  -        vt;        •  •  • '  :  "    ■  I' 

Here's  Status  of  '46* Support  Programs   ■  8   "•;  .      .  - 

The:  enclosed  tabulation- of  16 an  and  price  support  programs  on  194-6  crops 
may  be  of  use  to  you.    Some  of  the'  programs  already  have  expired  «*.'.'  as  you'll 
note  from  'the  column,  "Prospective  Duration  of  ' Support."    The  table  is  as;, of 
this  month  v.v  that  is,  it' tells  what  was  and  is  in  effect.    It  supplements 
and  replaces  any  such  tabulation  as-  you  may  have  in  your  files .       '*  *  * 
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Key  Man  on  Crop    Reports  is  .State  Statistician 

Here's  why  we 're  enclosing  a  list  of  state  agricultural  statisticians . 
Franklin  Thackrey,  who  heads  up  Information  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  asked  us' this  week  if  we  wouldn't  like  to  give  each  WD  a  lis't' ' 
of  these  BAE  workers.    Each  is  the  key  man  through  which  reports  come  to  our 
•  USDA  crop' reporting  service  ." 

The  lists 'are  timely  now,  because  a  new  crop  reporting  season  began 
yesterday  with  release  of  *  Prospective  Plantings  of  17  different  crops,  'it'.'.s 
a  good  example  of-'  the" 'worftf of : thousands  of  volunteers  ..i1.'  farmers^  and  others 
....  who  mo  nth' -'after  month'  turn''  in'  their  reports  to  the;  state  BAE.  man*  V*  * 
with  hardly  ever  any' credit" 'for  their  work.    These  reports  coVer'crop  condi- 
tions, livestock  numbers-,  prices  received  and  paid,  labor  and  wage  rates  and 
s t ocks  "of  farm '  products  .' 

For  the  country  as  a  whole  these  volunteers'  number  about  600,000  farmers 
...  83,000  local  merchants  ...  11,000  cotton  ginners  .. .  14,000  mills,  eleva- 
tors and  .warehouses  V. .  10,000  hatcheries  ;..  28,000  dairy  manufacturers 
and  milk  plants  ...  22,000  meat  packers  ...'13,000    seed  dealers  and  shippers 

Nearly  any  day  in  the  year  the  crop  reporting  service  is  good  for  a  news 
story  on  one  of  its  reports,  or  a  feature  on  the  system  that  keeps  the  ser- 
vice goiing.    Agricultural  information  flashed  "to  you  almost  every  day  on 
crops  ...  usually  has  its  beginning' in  one  of  our  BAE  reports.  Probably 
you. already  are  supplementing  these  national  reports  with  state  and  county 
figures  which  you  can  get  from  the  State  statistician  nearest  you.  (The 
enclosed  list  may  help.)  = 

Each  of  these  men  works  closely  with  State  farm  agencies  and'  other  organi- 
zations.   In  about  3/4-  of  the  states  crop  reporting  is  .a  cooperative  service 
supported  by  both  state  and  federal  funds.    The  statistician  keeps  in  touch 
by  mail  and  personal  visits  with  the  volunteer  reporters.    He  sends  state 
reports  to  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  Washington.    This,  board  reviews 
state  figures  and  issues  national  reports.    Only  after  these  are  released  can 
the  state  man  give  out  his  detailed  state  report.  '•'..,. 

Interpretation  and  analysis  of  state  and  national  statistical  reports  come 
later  in  your  BAE  "situation"  reports  on  all  important  farm  commodities,  and 
subjects  such  as  demand  and  price,  marketing  and  transportation,  and  farm 
income . 

Latest  on  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

As  we  go  to  "press"  ...  the  House  of  Representatives  has  passed  and  sent 
on  to^the  Senate  an  appropriation  bill  amounting  to  $9, 000, 000  for  -use  in 
fighting  food-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico,    Also,  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry 
has  been  informed  of  two  additional  outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  Mexico.  Both 
are  small  ...  and  do  not  bring  the  infected  area  any  nearer  to  the  United 
States.    (One  is  to  the  east  and  the  other  to  the  west  of  the  main  area  of 
infection.)    The  $9,000,000  appropriation  would  cover  the  U.S.  contribution 
+?ti1JJune  3?  ,e*  in  effect  w^-d  match  an  equal  amount  spent  by  Mexico  up  to 
that  date.    (See  Daily  Summary  of  this  date,  as.  well  as'' complete  release  on 
loot-and-mouth  fiscal  recommendations.) 


Have  You  Had  a  Spring  Clean-up? 


Spring  Clean-Up  Week  is  sponsored  by  the  National  Fire  Protection  Asso- 
ciation ...  with  the  USDA  cooperating.    It  doesn't  have  a  definite  national 
date  ...  but  varies  from  March  in  the  South  to  late  May  in  the  North.  Purpose 
...  a  clean-up  to  remove  hazards  that  endanger  property,  health  and  well-being. 

Some  communities  put  on  quite  a  campaign  ...  using  radio  when  possible. 
The  things  to  do  are  pretty  obvious  . ..  but  vary  from  community  to  community. 
It's  a  campaign  that  fits  right  in  with  the  urge  of  nearly  every  one  in  the 
spring  to  clean-up  ...  to • rake  leaves,  burn  trash,  paint,  dig  and  repair, 
With  the  right  leadership,  some  of  the  less  obvious  jobs  can  be  taken  care 
of  ...  such  as  picking  up  broken  glass,  pieces  of  barbed  wire,  boards  with 
nails-  -in  them.    Farm  folk  are  encouraged  to  have  home  fire  fighting  equipment 
in  order  ...  to  remove  attic  and  basement  rubbish  . . ,  and  to  trim  or  remove 
trees  and  shrubs  that  obstruct  vision  where  farm  driveways  enter  highways. 

A  good  clean-up  may  reduce  farm  accidents  that  kill  18,000  farm  folk 
each  year,  and  injure  a  million  and  a  half  others.  ...  it  may  help  prevent  farm 
fires  that  destroy  about  $90, 000?000  worth  of  farm  property  a  year,  and  take 
an  average  of  10  lives  each  day.  _ 

^Burned  Timber  Builds  No  Homes n 

How  about  this  as  a  sure-fire  ^slogan  for  this  year's  Cooperative  Forest 
Fire  Prevention  Program?    "Burned  Timber  Builds  No  Homes"  is  one  of  two  key 
slogans  state  and  federal  foresters  want  plugged  this  year  in  their  annual 
drive  to  prevent  damaging  forest,  range  and  farm  woodland  fires.    The  other 
is  "Remember,  Only  You  Can  Prevent  Forest  Fires  1" 

The  147  CFFP  Program  is  geared  to  the  expectation  of  greater-than-ever 
use  of  the  forests  by  campers,  fishermen,  hunters  and  hikers  ...  as  well  as 
to  the  urgent  Nation-wide  need  for  timber  for  home  building  and  repair  in  the 
next  few  years . 

The  Department's  Forest  Service  is  very  happy  about  the  way  RFD's  have 
helped  in  lowering  the  number  of  fires  during  the  last  two  years  of  the  CFFP 
program.    But  we're  still  averaging  around  210,000  forest,  woods  and  range 
fires  a  year.    That  means,  of  course,  that  the  forestry  boys  are  still  count- 
ing on  radio  help  to  preach  the  gospel  to  those  Americans  who  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  9-out-of-every-10  fires. 

In  a  matter  of  days,  now,  you'll  be  receiving  the  new  '47  CFFP  kit  that 
can  be  mighty  useful  to  you  in  planning  forest-f ire-prevention  messages  and 
shows.    The  kit's  complete  with  attractive  office  "pin-up"  posters,  scripts, 
fire  data,  etc. 

The  '4-7  CFFP  Program  gets  under  way,  on  a  national  basis,  with  a  series 
of  network  allocations  during  the  first  week  of  April.    You  may  want  to  take 
some  note,  of  this  in  addition  to  plugging  fire  prevention  during  those  periods 
of  greatest -.local  fire  danger.  .  •••  ~  ' 

Don'.t  hesitate  to  call  on  your  local  .State  or  Federal  foresters  if  you  ■ 
want  more  information,  this  year's  special  transcriptions,  or  personal  partici- 
pation.   In  addition,  your  local  Red  'Cross  chapter  also  may  prove  helpful.  The 
Red  Cross  is  an  active  cooperator  in  the  CFFP  Program  ... 
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How's  the  Weather  Where  You  Are? 

Yesterday  we  issued  Prospective  Plantings  report  for  194.7.    Today  (the 
first  day  of  spring),  wefve  been  reading  this  week's  report  by  the  U.S. 
Weather  Bureau,  which  carries  statements  like  this  (from  southern  states) 
"potato  plantings  retarded"  ...  "spring  tomatoes  much  blight"  ...  "strawberries 
delayed  by  cold  and  rain"  ...  "sunshine  and  warmth  needed"  ...  "farm  opera- 
tions delayed". 

We  were  about  ready  to  announce  that  this  is  a  backward  season  .,.  but 
find  Prospective  Plantings  says  . . .  "The  past  two  seasons  have  been  abnormally 
early  ...  this  year  is  more  nearly  normal."   We  mention  this  in  case  you  too 
have  felt  that  Spring  is  a  little  late  in  showing  up. 

Releases  You  Should  Read 

Among  the  hand -outs  mailed  you  this  week,  as  they  were  released,  that 
to  us  seem  especially  pertinent  to  the  RFD's,  are  two: (1)  Internal  parasites 
are  reducing  the  value  of  market  hogs  in  the  southeast  at  least  $50  a  hundred. 
This  high  cost  is  a  direct  loss  from  condemned  livers,  kidneys,  casings  and 
affected  cuts  in  establishments  under  Federal  inspection.    Other  losses  (on 
the  farm)  are  deaths,  retarded  growth  and  lower  returns  from  feed.  Prevention 
...  mainly  raising  pigs  in  clean  lots  and  pastures.    (2)  Total  allocations 
by  REA  since  it  began  business  in  1935  passed  billion-dollar  mark  (March  18) 
when  Administrator  Wickard  approved  loan  of  ^14-5,000  to  Monroe  County  Electric 
Cooperative  at  Waterloo,  111.    This  co-op,  organized  in  '38,  then  had  125 
miles  of  lines  • .  •  204-  consumers  •    It  now  has  1410  consumers .    In  194-0 
consumers  averaged  4-9  kwh  per  month.    In  1936  the  average  was  103  kwh. 

Those  Sugar  Ration  Stamps  ...  for  '47 

We  found  out  this  week  that  some  of  our  USDA  people  are  afraid  housewives 
will  forget  there  are  no  special  sugar  stamps  for  canning  this  summer  . . „  and 
find  themselves  without  sugar  right  in  the  midst  of  the  canning  season.  It's 
all  been  spelled  out  by  the  0PA,  but  we'll  go  over  it  again. 

First  off  ...  Stamp  No.  53  (good  for  five  pounds)  expires  March  31.  That's 
only  10  days  from  now.    The  next  day  (April  1)  spare  stamp  No.  11  in  family 
ration  books  will  become  valid  for  10  pounds  of  sugar.    It  will  have  to  last 
at  least  until  July  1. 

On  that  date  (barring  the  unpredictable)  another  10-pound  sugar  stamp  will 
be  made  good.    Both  USDA  and  OPA  have  emphasized  that  both  10-pound  allotments 
must  cover  both  home  canning  and  other  home  needs.    It's  expected  each  person 
will  get  about  35  pounds  of  sugar  for  home  use  in  1947  ...  compared  to  25  pounds 
last  year.    That  means  there'll  probably  be  another  10-pound  allotment  about 
Oct.  1.    As  we  get  it  ...  OPA  decided  not  to  issue  special  canning  stamps  this 
summer,  because  it  would  mean  printing  and  issuing  millions  of  new  ration  books. 

Enclosures 


Farm  Program  Director  mailing  list 
Loan  and  Price  Support  Program 


State  Agricultural  Statisticians 
Fifty  Facts  about  UNRRA 


Lady  .  RFD  Comes  to  Call 

Qne  of  pur.  visitors  this  week  has  been  Miss  Luella  Engel-  of  WMQH 
(Hamilton,  Ohio),    As  far  as  we  know  she  is  one  of  the  two  RFD's  that 
the  brethern  call,  the  "fairer  sex",   .  (Miss  Engel.  qualifies, )'.    In  here.'  .' 
for  a  3-day  meeting  on  matters  other  than  broadcasting,,  she.  .7:  like  any 
good  RFD  .  .■>  has  been  sandwiching  in  some  recordings  wi"ch  US'DA  people  for 
her  farm  and  ;home  .  b.!  casts  «    Come  again,  Mi-ss  Luella * 

Fight.  Flies.-  with  DDT  , '• '  •'  . 

_  This  office,  has  put  'in  a  lot  of  time,  this  week  working'  on  a.  broadcast 
to  be  aired  nationwide  tomorrow,,  March  29 »    Our  entomologists  are  coming  -  ..: 
right  .out  and,  saying  tney  can  just  about  wipe  out  hornflies  and  the  flies 
that  spread  disease  .0  if  everyone  will  use  DDT  as  recommended,.-   We.  gave 
you  a  little  preview'  of  what  this  insecticide  can  do  in  last  weekfs  letter 
«>  ,  DDT  Brings  More  Cattle.  Prof  its  „    Seems  simple ^  the  way.  they  tell  it0 
Maybe  you ? 11  want  to  get  in  a  few  licks  locally'  on  how  DDT  is.  the  knockout 
punch: for  Mr Fly \%  . 

Help  -  0  Help  :. .  .  ••  . 

We're  still  planning  oh  having  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  and 
Director  of  Information  Keith  Himebaugh  as  special  guests .at  our  second  day 
meeting. (May  1) c    Keith:s  first  question/is,  "what  do  you  want  us  to  talk  ' 
.  about"?  " "    *  •  *    '•  \ 

We  (Ken  and  Kamp)  think  we  might  come  a  little  nearer  the  bulls eye : if 
we  let  you ' RFD T s  who  get  this  letter' answer  that  question.  .  If  you  can 
suggest  a  number  of  questions  you'd  like  either  of  these  two  officials  to 
answer  „0  and  discuss,  well  toss  'em  in  the  hat,  and .see  what  comes  of  it. 
Our  gathering  will  be  among  friends  ...  pretty  much  off  tne  record  and 
neither  the  Secretary  nor  Keith  are  noted  for  dodging  questions. 

If  we  don't  hear  from  you,  we'll  have  to  concoct  our  own  subjects 0 
We?d  a  lot  rather  know  what  you  want,    Senj  us  brief  suggestions  . „■  first 
mail  e  * »  '  —  ■ 
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There'll  be  Some  Digging  This  Year 

Many  home  gardeners  this  year  will  work  out  in  the  soil,  and  in  the 
sun,  without  the  feeling  that  they  must  grow  something  to  eat.    With  the 
need  for  food  less  pressing,  many  will  plant  shrubs  and  flowers       and  lean 
a  little  more  towards  home  beaut if icat ion. 

We  enclose  a  coDy  of  the  1947  Garden  ^rogram  "fact  sheet".    It  points 
up  the  "needs"  for  this  year.    Briefly  they  are  better  nutrition  for  some 
families  ..  help  in  filling  the  home  larder  ..  and  promotion  of  home 
gardening  and  home  and  community  improvement.    Possibly  you  already  have 
made  plans  to  cooperate  with  the  state  extension  service  and  local  garden 
groups.    State  colleges  and  most  county  agents  have  good  garden  information. 

Market  News  Service  Has  a  Birthday 

The  U5DA  market  news  service .had  its  32nd  birthday  this  week  ..  and  it 
seemed  an  opportune  time  to  interview  those  two  sterling  market  information 
men       Elwyn  J.  "Mike"  Rowell  and  -^ance-Hooks .    Each  of  them  has  been  in 
market  news  work  for  more  than  20  years.    We  came  back  from  our  quest  for  a 
story  with  this: 

The  first  Department  of  Agriculture  market  report  covered  the  strawberry 
market  at  Hammond,  la.    Now  ..  market  news  covers  the  movement,  market 
supplies,  quality,  and  price  trends  and  quotations  on  fruits  and  vegetables, 
livestock,  meat,  wool,  dairy  and  poultry  products,  grain,  hay,  seed,  feed- 
stuffs,  cotton  and  cottonseed,  tobacco,  rice,  honey,  peanuts,  and  other 
products.    Daily  reports  are  issued  by  83  year-round  offices  and  about  52 
temporary  offices  in  the  major  producing  and  distributing  centers.    Most  of 
the  temporary  offices  cover  only  fruits  and  vegetables. 

"^rpose  of  the  U.S.D.A.  market  news  service  is  to  place  the  producer 
of  farm  products  on  an  equal  bargaining  basis  with  the  buyer  by  collecting 
and  distributing  accurate,  unbiased  information.    Radio  is  increasingly 
important  to  the  prompt  dissemination  of  market  news,  with  some  stations 
carrying  3  to  5  broadcasts  daily  in  order  that  producers  in  the  territory 
they  serve  may  be  kept  fully  and  promptly  informed. 

To  get  market  reports  to  radio  stations  as  quickly  as  possible,  area  PMA 
Information  Offices  in  Atlanta,  Ghicago,  Dallas,  New  York,  and  San  Francisco, 
as  ^  well  as  many  local  market  news  offices  ..  furnish  frequent  reports  on 
principal  agricultural  products  to  press  and  radio.    Reports  from  the  Chicago 
office,  for  example,  are  furnished  four  times  daily.    These  offices  are 
available  to  help  get  and  present  market  reports  of  interest  to  radio  listeners. 

An  up-to-date  list  of  market  news  offices  is  enclosed.    Maybe  you  can 
use  it. 

Enclosures 

1947  Garden  Program  FAO  Commodity  Series  Wheat 


List  of  Market  News  Offices 


Fact  Sheet  on  Pan-American  Day 
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Movies  Help  Spread  Research  Results 

' •     On  the  premise  that  "seeing  is  believing",  the  Office  of  Motion  Pictures 
was  set  up  in  the  USDa  35  years  ago  >9  as  a  .help  in  disseminating  the  results 
'  of  research.     Their  modern  "talkies'"1  .in  color  are  a  "fur  cry"  from  the  old-time, 
amateurish,   silent  movies*    .(,,re;ll  show  you  two  of  the  new  filns  on  the  second' 
day  of  the  Washington  RFD  meeting  April  30-May  l). 

Chester  Lindstrom,  motion  picture  chief,   reports  byway  of  background  that 
I  USDA  films  are  used  by  extension  workers  to  educate  and  demonstrate  better 

practices  on  such  subjects  as  livestock  and  crop  production,  insect  control, 
forestry,  conservation,  home  economics  and  marketing,     USDA  field  workers  use 
films  in  regulatory  work  such  as  control. of  white  pine  blister  rust,  Bang's 
disease,  and  foot-and-mouth  diseasec     They're  also  used  by  teachers- in  agri- 
cultural colleges  and  schools: 

Perhaps  some  of  you  are  using  00  or  could _ use  o.  USDA  films  if  you're 
sponsoring  or  helping  in  farm  community  activities «     See  your  State  extension 
service ». 

The  films  Motion  Pictures  makes  are  on  subjects  that  private  firms  will 
.not  produce- except  at  costs  practically  out  of  reach  under . Government  appropri- 
ations.    For  example,  recent  production  costs  in  USDA  averaged  well  under 
commercial  costs0 

For  brethren  wanting  films  for  meetings,  arrangements  have  been  made  in 
recent  years  with  76  State  film  libraries  under  which  they  loan  and  service 
films  to  extension  and  USDA  film  workers  at  no  cost  to  Uncle  Sam0     Last  June 
there  were  about  8,000  prints  of  127  different  USDA  films  in  circulation 
through  these  libraries  and  some  USDA  regional  officesc 

These  libraries  reported  100,000  showings  to  14,000,000  persons  last  year, 
Forty-eight  requests  to  become  film  libraries  had  to  be  .refused,-  because  deposi^ 
prints  were  .not  available©     These  requests  came  from  28  educational  institutions, 
4  public  libraries  and  16  commercial  firms*,     Prints  of  USDA  films  also  are 
purchased  by  libraries        and  by  commercial  distributors-     Value  of  films  pur- 
chased was  more  than  $73,000  last  year,  more  than  four  times  as  great  as  the 
year  before^ 

And  from  whence  do  the  ideas  for  films  come?    Well  '« o  subject  matter  is 
based  on  demands  from  extension  and  field' workers,  and  on  USDA  needs.  Our 
specialists  suggest,   review  and  approve  what  goes  into  a  movie  o.  and  usually 
decide  on  locations  for  photographing:,     In  one  year  extension  workers  and 
others  made  307  suggestions  as  to  needed  films.     Sixty  wanted  films  on  live- 
stock, 47  on  farm  crops,-  37  on  food  and  nutrition,  56  on  home  improvement  and 
an  equal  number  on  poultry  and  dairy  management©     Fifteen  wanted  a  film  on 
farm  equipment;   11  on  labor  use,   9  on-land  use,  8  on  clothing,  7  on  forestry, 
6  on  farm  building,  5  on  irrigation  and  30  on  other  farm  subjects  - 

Among  the  newer  USDA  movies  are  "Battling  Brucellosis"  ,  e  "Feeding  Farm 
Animals"        "Flood"  »•  ,:Home  on  The  Range"        "Snow  Harvest"        "Men  Fho  Grow 
Cotton"  ..  "Home  Preservation  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables"  and  "Hay  is  What  You 
Make  It". 


Heard  From 


Floyd  Kalber,  RFD  with  KGFI  (Kearney,  Neb.)  writes  in  to  thank  us 
for  the  list  of  farm  radio  program  directors  (he'd  been  wishing  for  it)  .. 
and  to  ask  for  more  information  on  forest  fire  prevention  which  vre  mentioned 
in  the  March  21 .letter.    And  a  card  from  F.  P.  "Pop"  Taylor,  of  Steubenville, 
Ohio,  asks:     "^rould  a  mere  county  agent  who  acts  as  farm  director  Without 
pay)  of  WSTV  fee  out  of  place  at  RFD  Washington  meeting  of  April  30  -  May  1? 
The  answer  is  ..he  would  not.    We'll  be  looking  for  you,  "Pop". 

Pan  American  Day  ..  Has  Local  Angles 

There  are  many  reasons  why  Pan  American  day  .  •  April  14.       is  of  interest 
to  farm  people.    More  than  half  the  people  in  the  western  hemisphere  depend 
on  agriculture  for  a  living.    And  cooperation  in  agricultural  matters  is 
an  important  part  of  the  Good  Neighbor  policy  among  the  21  republics  of  the 
western  hemisphere „ 

Perhaps  the  president       an  ex-Missouri  farmer  ,«  had  that  in  mind  when 
he  designated  the  week  of  April  13  as  "Pan  American  Week".  Secretary 
Anderson  in  a  letter  to  heads  of  USDA  agencies, "pointed  out  the  reasons -for 
our  observance  of  the  day. 

Copies  of  the  "fact  sheet"  prepared  in  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  are  enclosed.    They  have  some  ideas  and  suggestions  that  could  be 
worked  into  farm  radio  programs  on  April  14-  «.  or  throughout  the  week.  Many 
of  our  great  presidents  and  patriots       Washington,  Jefferson  and  Lincoln  . » 
were  sons  of  the  soil.    The  same  is  true  in  Latin  American  countries. 
Possibly  there  are  local  angles  that  you  could  use. 

New  Orleans  Milk  Rumpus 

It  might  be  worthwhile  for  you  to  keep  the  New  Orleans  milk  rumpus 
in  mind  .  *  especially  if  you're  in  an  area  where  milk  marketing  agreements 
are  in  effect.-  At  New  Orleans  c.  where  there  has  been  dumping  of  milk  and 
other  violence  ..  dairy  producers  are  striking  against  a  price  cut  by  local 
dealers . 

The  federal  order  which  regulates  milk  handling  in  that  milk  market  calls 
for  a  price  of  $4.70  a  hundred  pounds  for  Class  1  fluid  milk.    Last  fall 
dealers  began  paying  a  premium  price  of  $5»75  i  hundred.    Recently  they  cut 
this  price  to  $5.25.    Our  marketing  people  tell  us  there  are  a  few  other 
areas  where  dealers  are  paying  a  price  above  that  stated  in  the  federal  ordc^r. 

The  federal  order  now  in  effect  for  the  New  Orleans  area  played  no  part 
in  the  strike  there,  although  the  USDA  in  December  . ,  at  the  request  of 
handlers  and  producers  ,.  called  a  hearing  to  consider  proposals  for  amending 
•fehe  milk  marketing  agreement  for  that  area.    About  March  15  the  USDA  filed  a 
report  on  the  hearing  with  a  proposal  ..  among  others        that  the  basic  price 
be  revised  upward  approximately  4-0  cents  a  hundred  on  an  annual  basis. 
Exceptions  to  this  report  must  be  filed  with  the  USDA  not  later  than  tomorrow 
(March  29)  . 
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\  AEONG  OURSELVES  — 

Dana  on  Homeward  Trek 

Dana  .Reynolds  .  =  after  several  weeks  in  the  T"rest  . ,  is  due  to  reach 

San  Francisco  today  (March  28),    He  turns  eastward  on  April  20    Among  the 

places  he's  scheduled  to  stop  on  his  way  home  are  Ogden  and  Logan^  Utaha 
and  Manhattan.  Kans ,    He's  due  in  Washington  April  10. 


Alampi  is  Now  a  Papa 


RFD  for  WJZ 


This  week  we  got  an  'excited  wire  from  Phil  Aiampi 
reporting  on  the  experien'ce  of  a  lifetime      It  read.*     "Our  first  baby>  a 
boy5  born  March  25,  right  before  broadcast*    Weighed  8  pounds.,  7  ounces., 
Name^  James  Phillip-.    Everything  Fine."    Bet  Phil  was  still  trembling; 
when  he  put  on  that  first'  broadcast  \,  as  a  papa*    Congratulations 3  Philc 

Kadderly  Comments 

Wallace  Kadderly,  that  lucky  F^D  who's  now  seeing  what  broadcasting  is 
like  in  Australia,  sent  this  office  a  letter  just  before. his  takeoff from 
which  we  lift,  a  few  "thoughts". 

First  off,  he  comments  that  the  trip  has  responsibilities  as. well  as 
pleasures;    He, hopes  to  bring  back  to  RFD;s  in  this  country  some  ideas, that 
may  be  of  help  to  all  of  us ,    And  he  was  besieged  before  he  left  with  re- 
quests to  bring  back  information  on  M grass  seed  production  and  marketing; 
wool  improvements  Canterbury  lambs  and  cooperative  marketing  eo  information 
that,  canrt  be  had  from  bulletins  or  books,"    The  22  years  Wallace  has  spent 
"in  the  broadcast  business"  have  taught  him  not  .to.  "rush  into  the  deal  with 
any  dogmatic  ideas  or  procedures."    So  we  ought  to  get  a  pretty  well-balanced 
report  from  the  work  he  does  "down  under" , 

Maybe  it  won't  be  all  .WORK either c    Wallace  comments  cautiously  ~.  way 
down  in  his  letter  B0  "I  understand  that  trout  fishing  in  New  Zealand  is 
about  the  finest  in  the.  world",  .  . 

RFD  --  Extension  Get-Together  . 

We-ve  just  heard  of  an  informal  get-together  in  the  State  of  Washington 
that  might  be  a  good  idea  in  other  parts  of  the  country,.    Those  attending 
were  the  state  extension  director  and'  the  extension  editor,-  Cai  Anderson  99" 
and  five  RFD1 s  \,  Bond  of  KTRO, :  Mo  shier  of  KJR,  Dunning  from  K(W0  Kadderly 
from  KGW  and  Hutton  of  KALE*     .  ,  •  ,  ' 

In  general  u.  the  boys  discussed  better  service  to  farm  families  through 
radio.    But ^ they  got  right,  down  to  cases       what-  broadcasts .were  good  and 
which  ^weren't,  and  how  the  weak  spots  could  be  improved  .-    The 'extension  men 
answered  (sometimes  off  the  record)  questions  as  to  what  they  plan  to  do  and 
what  their  objectives  are;  .  ... 

M 

They  plan  a  similar  meeting  soon  ye  hoping  to  bring  in  representatives 
of  more  stations,    Anderson  comments  that  RFD's  "understand  well  the  general 
farm  picture  as  well  as  the1  general  Extension  program." 
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Parity  Prices         Just  out  is  BAE's  Mar.  28  "Agricultural  Prices"  ..  as  of 

March  15.    Here's  a  summary  on  a  few  major  farm  products: 


Average 

Prices  R 

sceived  by 

Parity 

Price  as 

Farmers 

Price 

Percentage 

of  Parity 

1909-14 

3-15-46 

3-15-47 

3-15-47 

3-15-47 

T,rheat  (bu,) 

*  .884 

1.58 

2.44 

2.02 

121 

Rye  ( bu . ) 

.72 

1.75 

2.81 

1.65 



Corn  (bUc) 

.642 

1.14 

lo50 

1.47 

102 

Oats  (bu.) 

.399 

.751 

,890 

.914 

97 

Barley  (bu.) 

,619 

1.14 

lo44 

1.42 

101 

Hay  (ton) 

lie  87 

15,50 

17*40 

27.20 

64 

Cotton  (lb.) 

.124 

.227 

".318 

.284 

112 

Soybeans  (bu.) 

.96 

2,12 

3.67" 

2.20 

167 

Peanuts  (lb J 

.048 

,864 

.099 

.11- 

90 

Flaxseed  (bu.) 

1.69 

2.89 

8.16 

3.87 

— 

Potatoes  (bu.) 

1.12 

1.58 

1,39 

.170 

82 

Apples  (bu.) 

,96 

3,69 

2.93 

2.20 

133 

Oranges  (box) 

2,29 

2.21 

1,36' 

3.48 

39 

Ho  gs  ( cwt . ) 

7.27 

14.20 

26.40 

16.60 

159 

Beef  (cwt.) 

5.42 

13,10 

18.50 

12*40 

149 

Lambs  ( cwt . ) 

5,88 

13^70 

20.00 

13.50 

143 

Butte rf at  (lb.) 

.263 

.518 

.735 

.61 

120 

Milk  (cwt . ) 

1.60 

3.31 

4.34 

3.60 

121 

Chickens  (lb.) 

.114 

.233 

.266 

.261 

102 

Eggs  (doai) 

.215 

.321 

,401 

,418 

96 

Farmers  Pay  and 

Receive  Record  "rices 

BAE  commented  on  the 

above  table 

as  follows : 

Prices 

received  by  fs 

averaged  3  percent  higher  than  the  record  of  last  October  with  a  7  percent  rise 
during  the  month  ended  March  15.    Meanwhile,  farmers'  living  and  production 
costs  continued  to  rise  and  exceeded  previous  record  level  of  February  15  by 
4  percent.    Higher  prices  paid  for  food,  feed,  and  building  materials  caused 
most  of  this  increase.    Higher  meat  animal  prices  caused  slightly  more  than  a 
third  of  the  general  rise  in  prices  received,  and  grains  nearly  as  much.  Dairy 
products  and  tobacco  averaged  little  or  no  change. 

Parity  prices  rose  4  times  as  much  during  the  first  quarter  of  1947  as  in 
the  corresponding  period  in  1946,    The  parity  index  (prices  paid,  interest,  and 
taxes)  rose  16  points  during  the  first  three  months  of  1947,  compared  to  a 
4-point  rise  a  year  ago.    The  increase  this  year  has  resulted  from  much  higher 
prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities  used  both  for  family  living  and  for  farm 
production.    The  prices  paid  index  (excluding  interest  and  taxes)  reached  another 
new  high  on  March  15,  at  243  percent  of  its  1910-14  average.    This  was  an  in- 
crease of  4  percent  since  mid-February  and  of  30  percent  over  a  year  ago. 

Food  prices  advanced  to  new  highs  during  the  month  ended  March  15,  and  were 
about  40  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.    Farmers  were  paying  substantially  more 
for  cereal  products  and  meat  and  lard  on  March  15  than  on  February  15.  Prices 
paid  during  the  past  month  for  most  fruits,  beverages,  and  dairy  products  were 
moderately  higher. 


